MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

moh (The Demanding of Protection). In this he said that
every thing that could have a special neglect is in the same
category as the cause of a spoken word. But those things
which cannot have special neglect are in the same category
as the neglecting of giving an obligatory gift, such as alms,
and atonement, as the payment of a debt and the return of
unlawful possessions. What he meant was that alms and
atonement and the like are not performed by a special organ
and that there is not a special organ of neglect in connection
with each one. For if a man prays or goes on the pilgrimage,
or does other things of the kind, it will occasion a neglect
of alms. As to speaking a word, the cause for its neglect
must be special, and therefore to neglect it is hateful. There-
fore, if he neglect the cause of speaking a, word, he deserves
one portion of punishment. But in the matter of giving
there is no hateful neglect. Therefore, one who does not
give does not deserve another portion of punishment in ad-
dition to the blame he deserves. And so they said to him:
" If the neglect of prayer and alms is not hateful, then it
must be beautiful/' Such a view is a departure from religion
and all that is connected iwth it. Among the inconsistencies
he committed in this chapter is the fact that he called him
who did not do what he ought a wrongdoer, even though he
were not actually doing wrong. He thus called him unbe-
liever and heretic, but hesitated to- call him disobedient. He
thus considered it possible for Allah to consign a man to fire
forever, even though he did not deserve the appellation of
disobedient. But if he called him unbeliever and heretic, he
must call him disobedient; whereas, if he refrains from
calling him disobedient he should not call him heretic and
unbeliever. Another inconsistency is his disagreement with
the consensus of opinion by making distinction between
recompense and reward, according to which he said: "It
follows that there may be much reward in heaven which is

*94